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UN Calls on Gulf States To Boost Women's Rights

AFP – April 19, 2010:  AFP) – UN rights chief Navi Pillay on Monday called on Gulf states to remove barriers that restrict women's rights to control their own lives and that prevent their participation in public life. "Women in the region are still unable to fully enjoy their human rights," Pillay said at a university near Jeddah. "Discriminatory barriers continue to hamper women's right to shape their own lives and choices, and fully participate in public life and be part of public debates that influence the direction of a nation," she said. "These barriers must be removed."
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20100419/ts_afp/gulfsaudiunrightswomen_20100419095008 

Women On Board: Breaking the 'Bamboo Ceiling'

CNN – April 22, 2010: 60-year-old Fukushima is one of Japan's most powerful executives, sitting on the board of both U.S. and Japanese-based multi-national companies. The fact that she is a female in one of the most male-dominated business cultures is a stunning back-story in one woman's remarkable ascent through the so-called "bamboo ceiling." Bamboo bends, and unlike glass, never breaks. But Fukushima managed to crack through. http://edition.cnn.com/2010/BUSINESS/04/22/japan.woman.on.the.board/index.html?section=cnn_latest 

Saudi Arabian Women’s Advancement Slows, Arab News Reports 

Bloomberg - April 19 - The advancement of Saudi Arabian women slowed in 2010 as education enrolment and sentiment about financial decision-making weakened, Arab News reported, citing the MasterCard Worldwide Index of Women’s Advancement. The newspaper said: The overall index for women’s advancement in Saudi Arabia fell to 81.41 this year from 88.4 last year. Tertiary education enrolment rates decreased to 132 this year from 136 in 2009. Of those surveyed, 26 percent of Saudi women felt they had control over money in the household, compared to 59 percent last year. http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?sid=ay_uHexXRUtY&pid=20601087 
[image: image2.jpg]\ 2 -

WoMEN’s FREEDOM FORUM



Iranian Cleric: Promiscuous Women Cause Quakes 

AP – April 19, 2010: — A senior Iranian cleric says women who wear immodest clothing and behave promiscuously are to blame for earthquakes. Iran is one of the world's most earthquake-prone countries, and the cleric's unusual explanation for why the earth shakes follows a prediction by President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad that a quake is certain to hit Tehran and that many of its 12 million inhabitants should relocate. "Many women who do not dress modestly ... lead young men astray, corrupt their chastity and spread adultery in society, which (consequently) increases earthquakes," Hojatoleslam Kazem Sedighi was quoted as saying by Iranian media. 

Women in Leadership Make Countries Stronger

Capital Times – April 23, 2010: article by Linda Tarr-Whelan, former ambassador to the U.N. Commission on the Status of Women — It’s beginning to dawn on society that women are the talent base for the future. Women in every profession are trained, experienced and ready to add their individual and collective strength to business and political decision-making. Yet when it comes to balanced leadership, we’re stuck in a rut… We tend to gloss over the real picture. … Congress now includes 17 percent women, which means the U.S. trails 82 other countries in proportion of women in political leadership. Women partners in law firms hover at the 16 percent level… 

Measuring where we are is important, but this is more than a numbers game. There is a different conversation going on around the world. Instead of congratulating themselves on the progress women have made, male leaders worldwide are joining with women in serious discussions about leadership needed for the future -- and then they’re taking bold actions. Their shared goal is to reach the “30 Percent Solution” -- the tipping point for balanced leadership.
http://host.madison.com/ct/news/opinion/column/article_2971e7e8-436e-5f71-9b67-036953cfa152.html 






















If you are interested in these news, please make a contribution to Women's Freedom Forum.
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Women's Freedom Forum Inc is a non-profit educational, research and independent organization advocating women's equality, legal and human rights, political participation and empowerment. It promotes women’s health, children’s right, and equal job opportunities. Women's Freedom Forum aims to expose gender apartheid, fundamentalism, and violence against women, misogyny, human trafficking, and child abuse and job discrimination. Women's Freedom Forum is not affiliated with any government agency, political groups or parties.
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